NEW BEGINNINGS

By: James Breakenridge, S.Africa

     My mother would tell me when I was but a child … “When you go out to play, make sure your clothes are properly buttoned.” The reason she did this is because, if the first button of your shirt is wrongly buttoned, all the rest will be crooked. The only remedy is to start over and re-do it. We must begin correctly to do something right.

     Many men can be heard to moan in self pity, “If I could only live my life over again!” Why does he not live a new life? What hinders him from doing this? Such a man hangs on to the mistakes and misdeeds of yesterday with the tenacity of a bulldog. He broods on minor handicaps until they become major excuses. What he needs is less selfishness and more love, less depressing doubt and more living faith.

     Theodore Dreiser tells of looking for a truly happy man and finally discovering Charles Potter at Swan, South Africa. Charles was beloved by all his neighbors for his outstanding kindnesses to his fellow man. As one neighbor said, “He’s a peculiar man, Charlie is. He believes in giving away nearly everything he owns, if someone needs it. He’d give the coat off his back, if a fellow said he needed it for warmth.” The poor could always find shelter under Charles’ roof. His life was always poor and simple. When Dreiser asked Charles the secret of his radiant smile and lifestyle, he replied, “Long ago, I discovered that I needed very little for myself. I’m not a copper, or a soldier, so my life is not filled with tragedy and sadness. I live such a simple existence that I can’t help but be happy. So, with very little to do in my life, I decided to love my fellow man.”

     Life has been called a “Valley of Soul Making.” If a man uses the stuff of life this way, everything that happens is grist for his mill. If he doesn’t, even the very happy things in life will destroy him. Nothing does a man any good unless he be good that uses it. 

     Charles has said, “My life is not terribly happy though, because it is so simple. I would be much happier if only I understand the suffering of man more than I do. The more a man who lives simply suffers, the more he understands suffering and can rise

to end suffering in others. Only those who 

have suffered very little and I wish that I had, in a way. For only those who have suffered greatly have greatly achieved.”

     A Mayo Clinic doctor and librarian wrote a medical history of George Washington. It described how in sixty seven years the Father of his country had measles, diptheria, smallpox, dysentary, malaria, rhheumatism, pneumonia, a carbuncle, influenza, conjunctivitis, recurrent headaches, bad eyesight, tremors of the hands, and the pain of wooden false teeth. Yet, without him and the leadership he offered, America would likely have longer been under the British flag. 

     Others complain with Nicodemus, “How can a man be born again when he is old?” The answer is: Many men have. Louis Pasteur was over sixty when he undertook the research that led to a cure for rabies. Goethe was eighty when he finished Faust. At the age of sixty five, Winston Churchill rose with exhileration from ashes of defeat to become one of the great men of all time.

     Man’s most important characteristic is that he knows he could be a different person and can begin again.There is in him a compulsion to grow, to live more fully, to make his life count. Like Tennyson he can say: “Come my friends, ‘tis not too late to seek a newer world … my purpose holds … to strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”

The big problem is … so many people, when they pass the age of fifty, or sixty, or even seventy, think that their lives are over and time will not allow them to begin anew. 

     Friends, I am sixty years of age, and I am not afraid to begin anew as a publisher of books. I was fifty and nearly out of money when I decided to begin again … and within a year I was a multi--millionaire once again. 

     You can begin again … but begin aright. Decide first what you are aiming at. Schweitzer said that the only true ambition is goodness. Get on the road. Have a definite plan. Don’t envy anyone else’s success, work for your own. All of us have different and unique talents. However, you must understand that the person who begins to rebuild his life must do it with Yahweh alongside him or her. For without Yahweh within you, it will be impossible to achieve peace in your soul or hope in your heart.

     All things betray thee who betrayest Me,” sayeth Yahweh Elohim.   

